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seroth, emblems of Phallic worship, bearing .e sign of Astarte. It is probable that the :tremists tried to get Hezekiah to insist upon ihveh being adored only at Jerusalem, but tat they were not yet strong enough to manage iis. The festivals increased in importance, and te trifling size of the country made resort to ;rusalem, in connection with them, natural and isy. The Puritans separated themselves more and .ore from the mass of the people, and were known i Anavim, the pious, and Ebionim, the poor.
There was also a great literary activity. The Drthern and southern sketches of the earliest ,cred history were, as we have seen, probably orked together at this time, on the principle sual with Oriental compilers, who create some-iing not unlike the walls which we see in Teece or Italy, built up from fragments of icient monuments. The Greeks had genius fen in their compilations. Most fortunately the [ebrews had not, and thus a great many pieces f inestimable ancient writings are preserved to us.
The sacred history compiled at the time of lezekiah resulted in the production of about alf of our present Hexateuch. Deuteronomy ras not in it, nor the Levitical laws, and many ther things.
" The  men  of   Hezekiah,"   as  they  were